
   

 

RICHARD LANDER SCHOOL BULLETIN 

13TH NOVEMBER 2020 

 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
As we are all aware, we have recently entered our second period of national lockdown, but on this occasion, 
schools have remained open. 
 
I am pleased that the South West (and Cornwall in particular) has continued to record lower than national 
average ‘R rates’ but this will only continue to be the case if we continue to follow the national guidance. 
 
As I have mentioned in recent communication, please can you continue to encourage your children to maintain 
a safety first attitude regarding Covid.  Please do ensure that your children keep to the social distancing rules as 
laid out by the government, including having no social gatherings outside of school.  Please continue to 
encourage your children to wash their hands regularly and to wear a mask in all public situations both in school 
and beyond the school gates.  It is  important that we follow government advice with regard to our health, not 
only for our own good, but also for the good of others. 
 
It is so pleasing that progress towards a vaccine is very promising.  However, it is important that we maintain 
vigilant because it will be some months before this is extensively rolled out in the UK. 
 
In terms of how the term is progressing, I am encouraged by many things – and particularly the effort of 
students in class.  Moving forward, I would like to improve on the following and ask parents to be supportive of 
this: 
1. Our attendance rate is lower than it should be for this time of year, even taking account of Covid.  Please 

do encourage your child to attend school every day unless: (a) they are genuinely ill, (b) are displaying 
symptoms of Covid, (c) are self-isolating as a result of someone else in the household awaiting the results 
of a Covid test or testing positive.   

2. Completion of homework is not as regular as we would expect for this the time of year.  I think this is 
perhaps related to the long period of lockdown in that some students have not regained as much work 
discipline as they previously had.  Parents will know that we use the Show My Homework app for 
recording homework.  This is an IT based app which means that parents can know what their child has 
been set for homework each day.  This app has a notification feature, allowing parents to be notified the 
day before a piece of homework is due.  I would recommend that parents use this feature and discuss / 
support the completion of homework with their children on a daily basis.  (I have asked the IT department 
to put an article into the bulletin this week to explain how to get the most out of Show My Homework.) 

 
And finishing on a positive note: 
1. Thank you to our Head Students, Finley Thomas and Saffron Elliott for presenting a really powerful virtual 

assembly to the student body recently. 
2. Well done to William and Izzy Sivam who continue to raise money for charitable causes by selling flap 

jacks and cakes from a stall on the Bissoe trail, which has raised £10,000 since the start of lockdown in 
March.  In the 5 years in which William and Izzy have been doing this work, they have raised over £25,000 
for local and international causes, including for our partner schools in Uganda and more recently, for the 
Cornwall Wildlife Trust.  This is a terrific achievement. 

 
Kind regards, 
Steve Mulcahy 
Headteacher 
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Richard Lander School Noticeboard 
 
Sexting and ‘Nudes’  
As part of Richard Lander School’s work on E-Safety, 
Devon and Cornwall Police will be presenting a virtual 
assembly to students on Thursday 19th November. 
about sexting and ’nudes.’ Sexting is sending, 
receiving, or forwarding sexually explicit messages, 
photographs, or images, primarily between mobile 
phones, of oneself to others.  
 
If any parent has any concerns over the assembly 
content or would prefer their child not to be in the 
assembly, please can they contact Mrs Toms in 
advance. Mrs Toms is best reached by email on 
ltoms@richardlander.cornwall.sch.uk or call the school 
on 01872 273750 to arrange to speak to her.  
 
 

Native Speaker French and Spanish Lessons 
Our 2 delightful new languages assistants (right) are 
happy to teach extra lessons after school for a £10 for 
half an hour or £20 an hour.  These lessons would be 
ideal for: 
 Year 9 students who would like to study 2 langs 

at GCSE next academic year but who would like a 
bit of catch up practice in one of these 
languages. 

 Year  10/11 languages students who would like 
extra help outside of lesson time 

 
Welcome to Marta and Mathilde! 
 

Dates for your diary 
 
NOVEMBER 
Monday 2nd - Monday 23rd  
GCSE Autumn Exams 
Friday 13th  
BBC Children in Need 
‘Come as Yourself’  
£1 donation 
Tuesday 17th/Wednesday 18th 
Y10 Business Studies Assessments 
From Tuesday 24th 
Every Tuesday and Friday in 
November and December— 
Year 11 Careers Interviews with 
Careers 4 U 
 

Wednesday 25th/Friday 27th 
Graphics PPE P2/3 
Friday 27th 
Graphics PPE P2/3/4 

DECEMBER 
Tuesday 1st 
Year 11 Drama Dress Rehearsals 
Thursday 3rd 
Y11 Graphics PPE P3/4/5 
Friday 4th  
Y11 Graphics PPE P3/4 
Tuesday 8th/Wednesday 9th 
Y10 Business Studies Assessments 
Tuesday 8th/Wednesday 9th 
School Christmas Lunch 
Indian Music Workshop 
Monday 14th/Tuesday 15th/
Wednesday 16th 

Y11 Hospitality and Catering 
Practical Assessments 
Friday 18th 
Last day of Term 
 
Monday 21st -  Friday 1st January 
CHRISTMAS BREAK 
 

JANUARY 
Monday 4th January 
1st day of Spring Term 
Monday 4th  -  Friday 22nd 
Year 11 Pre Public exams 

Monday 4th  -  Friday 15th 
Year 9 Progress Reviews 
Thursday 21st 
Year 10 Parents Evening 
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 RLS NOTICEBOARD CONTINUED 
 

Message from Careers and 
Work Experience 
 

Year 11 Careers Meetings 
Y11 students will start having their 
career meetings with a qualified 
careers advisor over the next 
couple of months. 
Students will be told within school 
of the date and time of these 
meetings, however if you have any 
queries in the meantime please do 
contact Mrs Grenfell – 
ngrenfell@richardlander.cornwall.s
ch.uk   
   
 

Board of Fame 
We, in the Careers and Work 
Experience department would like 
to put together a ‘Board of Fame!’  
We are looking for Ex Richard 
Lander students that have gone on 
to achieve the job of their 
dreams!!!  
All that is needed in the first 
instance is an email to 
ngrenfell@richardlander.cornwall.s
ch.uk with some information of 

who you are and what you are now 
doing. We are looking to inspire our 
students and to show them that 
they can achieve their dreams!!!  
 

Anti Bullying Week 
Next week is anti-bullying week. 
We will be sharing some resources 
from the anti bullying alliance in 
tutor time. Please see the 
SafeToNet notice below to access 
60 days free access to a 
safeguarding app and visit 
https://www.anti-
bullyingalliance.org.uk/ for 
resources and information.  
 

Starting Next Friday - 
Feminist Author Book Club 
Would you be interested in being 
part of a feminist book club? Miss 
Short, Science Technician, will be 
meeting with Year 10 students to 
find out why female voices are so 
important and why our students 
should make theirs heard. 
She will also be introducing her 
personal favourite short story: “The 
Yellow Wallpaper” to discuss 
together in a future session.  
Boys and non-binary friends are 

also very welcome to come as well 
as girls! 
 

Eco School Students - 
Important BBB Meeting 
Next Monday 
 
If you attended Eco School last 
term and haven’t reconnected 
since we came back to school—we 
have missed you! 
 
If you are new to Richard Lander 
and would like to get involved with 
our Eco School team—we would 
very much welcome you!  
 
Meeting are via BBB every Monday 
at 4:15 and next Monday’s meeting 
promises to be very interesting..  
 
Please visit the Eco Schools meeting 
room here: 
It is also linked from the Moodle 
homepage.   

mailto:ngrenfell@richardlander.cornwall.sch.uk
mailto:ngrenfell@richardlander.cornwall.sch.uk
https://moodle.richardlander.cornwall.sch.uk/mod/bigbluebuttonbn/view.php?id=41612
https://moodle.richardlander.cornwall.sch.uk/mod/bigbluebuttonbn/view.php?id=41612
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 RLS NOTICEBOARD CONTINUED  Update from the Music 
Department 
The Music department are getting 
ready for Christmas and are inviting 
students to record themselves 
playing/singing a song at home.  
By recording in November, and 
allowing us to share your talent 
with the RLS community in 
December you will brighten the 
winter blues and earn a massive 10 
merit for your learning community! 
More on the notices on LHS ... 

 
Update from the MFL 
Department 
 
El Día de los Muertos 
 

Spanish students of all year groups 
have been finding out about the 
Mexican tradition of the Day of the 
Dead and celebrating this in lessons 
this week. Younger students wrote 
a review of the film ‘Coco’ 
explaining how this film links in 
with the Day of the Dead theme 
and older students researched the 
history and tradition behind this 
celebration as well as designing 
their own Day of the Dead masks. 
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 RLS NOTICEBOARD CONTINUED 
 

Message from the 
Safeguarding Team 
‘Whatsapp have introduced the 
option to have ‘disappearing 
messages’ where you can set a time 
for that message to disappear.  
Those who exploit children and 
young people can ensure evidence 
disappears when they send 
anything out.  The feature mimics 
similar functions in other popular 
messaging apps such as Snapchat, 
this feature would help 
perpetrators to “avoid detection 
and erase evidence”. 
  
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/
news/2020/11/05/whatsapps-
coming-disappearing-messages-
function-branded-gift/ 

https://www.net-aware.org.uk/
news/should-i-be-worried-about-
my-child-sharing-videos-and-
images-online2/ 
 
 

Congratulations Matthew 
Upton 
One of our top sports people 
Matthew Upton has enjoyed an 
excellent year of tennis 
competition despite the 
restrictions. Before the current 
second lockdown began he 
achieved finalist and semi finalist 

places at regional 16U 
tournaments, as well as a county 
level 16U win.  His ranking 
therefore climbed and he earned a 
place at a national level 14U 
tournament during half term.  He 
fought hard but lost a match tie 
break 10-8 in his first round match. 
On the 1st  January 2021, when the 
2006 cohort moves to 16U,  he will 
be ranked in the top 20 for 14U in 
the UK! We are delighted to be 
informed of Matthew’s 
achievements and very much 
looking forward to the next 
instalment of 
his tennis 
journey. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2020/11/05/whatsapps-coming-disappearing-messages-function-branded-gift/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2020/11/05/whatsapps-coming-disappearing-messages-function-branded-gift/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2020/11/05/whatsapps-coming-disappearing-messages-function-branded-gift/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2020/11/05/whatsapps-coming-disappearing-messages-function-branded-gift/
https://www.net-aware.org.uk/news/should-i-be-worried-about-my-child-sharing-videos-and-images-online2/
https://www.net-aware.org.uk/news/should-i-be-worried-about-my-child-sharing-videos-and-images-online2/
https://www.net-aware.org.uk/news/should-i-be-worried-about-my-child-sharing-videos-and-images-online2/
https://www.net-aware.org.uk/news/should-i-be-worried-about-my-child-sharing-videos-and-images-online2/
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 RLS Sports Awards 2020 
 

C ongratulations to all the Richard Lander School 
students who were chosen to receive sports awards 
this year. Sadly we couldn’t hold our annual Sports 
Presentation Evening, here in school, and we didn’t 
think sitting in front of a screen for a virtual 
presentation would appeal to our most active students, 
so the PE department invited them into school to 
collect their trophies, which were presented to them 
by Mr Stoddard, Head of PE. We took photos of our 
award winners and we are celebrating their success 
and our gratitude to them via RLS social media. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

20 students were chosen from the class of 2020 to 
receive a Contribution to RLS Sport award, to show our appreciation of the years of time, effort and commitment 
which they have put in during their time at school. We are delighted with our overflowing trophy cabinets with 
cups and awards from such a wide variety of sports and we really appreciate the encouragement and tuition that 
our older student offer younger students.  The 20 students above  have all played a major part in this.  
Every year the very best students in each of the sports that Richard Lander School competes in, are chosen from 
across all year groups. Congratulations to the students listed below who truly excel in their sport: 
 
 
 

Sportsman of the Year Nat Dart Hockey Player of the Year Sophie Buchanan 

Sportswoman of the Year Beth Ireland Cricketer of the Year Freddie Bose 

Sports Leader of the Year Rhys Hooper Rugby Player of the Year Tom Dolan 

Sports Leader of the Year Jasmine Butcher Cross Country Runner of the Year Jake Allen 

Netballer of the Year Hebe Rudin Cross Country Runner of the Year Maisy Luke 

Footballer of the Year Lewis Moyle Dancer of the Year Ruby Drake 

Footballer of the Year Izzy Mansell Tennis Player of the Year Matthew Upton 

Hockey Player of the Year Jack Dunstan Gymnast of the Year Ella Fern 

CONTRIBUTION TO SPORT WINNERS 2020 

Ben West Beth Ireland 

Tom Dolan Sophie Buchanan 

Tom Beynon Izzy Mansell 

Will Ashurst Hebe Rudin 

Matty Walker Ruby Drake 

Finley Stribley Natasha Martyn 

Jamie Ware Hannah Barber 

Michael Gough Fran Stanier-Smith 

Nat Dart Amelie Sellars  

Jack Dunstan Lily Burton.  
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 Richard Lander School  

Sports Award Winners 
2020 
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 Getting the Most Out of Show My Homework 
 
Satchel:one, the company who run Show My Homework, have a really excellent help page full of top tips on how 
to get the most out of Show My Homework. It is regularly updated and will also answer a host of questions 
including: 
  
What do I do if I have forgotten my password?  
Viewing the To-Do list as a parent.  
How can I print my child's homework? 
What do the colours in the calendar mean? 
What do the numbers on the homework tasks 
mean? 
How do I view both my children from my parent 
account? 
How do I delete a child from my parent account? 
How can I leave a comment to a teacher? 
How do I stop overdue notifications? 
Why are some tasks missing the 'Submit' option 
to hand in online? 
Why are some tasks not graded? 
 
 
Please visit https://help.satchelone.com/en/
collections/1695420-parents#login-and-account-
settings 

 
 

 

https://help.satchelone.com/en/collections/1695420-parents#login-and-account-settings
https://help.satchelone.com/en/collections/1695420-parents#login-and-account-settings
https://help.satchelone.com/en/collections/1695420-parents#login-and-account-settings
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 Lander4Uganda Update 
 

A lthough the next Richard Lander School trip to visit our partner schools in Uganda is 
not scheduled until 2022, we are determined to continue supporting them as best we can! 
The Pearl of Africa Children’s Choir is unable to visit the UK for their fundraising tour so, in 

many ways, our friends in Uganda need our help more than ever.  
 

The Posho Challenge 2020 
 
You may remember that earlier this year, most of the money raised by 
the fabulous Lander4Uganda 2020 team was invested in the purchase of 
12 acres of land with the long term aim of providing self sufficiency to the 
Molly and Paul schools and the 1000+ children who study there. The land 
was tilled, fences were put up and crops were planted, nurtured, 
harvested and then eaten by the students, staff and their families during 
lockdown. These timely deliveries of food were absolutely vital in 
supporting families who had no way of supporting themselves due to 
Coronavirus restrictions. 
We now aim to raise a further £5000 so that the 12 acres of land can be cultivated again next year, to feed all 
the students in the Molly and Paul Child Care Foundation schools.  We aim to raise this money through a POSHO 
CHALLENGE! 
 
So what is a Posho Challenge? 
Staff and students (and families are very welcome too) will commit to eating only the restricted diet that 
Ugandan children eat every day. This means we will eat a diet of: 
• Posho (maize flour and water) and boiled beans 
• A small selection of fruit (based on medical advice) 
• The only liquid we will drink is plain water 
 
You can sign up for a day, a weekend or, if you think you can handle it, a whole week! If you are interested in 
taking part, please email lander4uganda@richardlander.cornwall.sch.uk 
 
Of course you may think this sounds like an intolerable idea for you personally, but be prepared to support our 
efforts by donating! We would very much appreciate this! Please visit our 
JustGiving page to make a donation. 
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/richard-lander-school 
Every penny raised by this effort will be 
used to make a real and direct difference to 
our partner Ugandan villages and schools. 

mailto:lander4uganda@richardlander.cornwall.sch.uk
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/richard-lander-school
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 Lander4Uganda Update continued 
 

A Tree for a Tree 
 

As part of our Green Charter 
work, and to support our friends in Uganda 
with a potential future source of income, we 
are selling TIGGER TREES!  
 
These springy 
key rings have 
been kindly 
donated by 
European Springs. Thank you so much! 
 
The Tree for a Tree ‘Tigger’ trees will add 
bounce to your life and costs just £1. As well 
as receiving a really cool gift you will know 
that, in rural Uganda, a Eucalyptus tree is 

being planted. For ten years this will grow, absorbing CO2, this will then be harvested, with more Eucalyptus 
saplings  being planted in its place. Our Ugandan schools are committed to sustainable forestry. 
 
This is all on top of the Merits for Trees initiative which the Head mentioned in his message in the last bulletin.  
 
 

Lander4Uganda Surf Wax For Sale 
 
Looking for a stocking filler? Is it too early to 
mention the Chr*stm*s word? 
 
One of our Lander4Uganda students has made surf 
wax and is selling it in Main Reception. For just £3 
you will get a beautiful hessian bag with a high 
quality handmade surf wax—perfect for secret 
Santa's, stocking fillers… 
 

Well Done Matthew Coker 
 
Despite the bitter disappointment of not 
being able to go to Uganda this year, the 
2020 team did a superb job of fundraising!  
One example is Matthew Coker who, this week, transferred 
£348.79 to the L4U account, raised from key rings he, and 
his mum, made.  Thank you Matthew and Lisa. We will 
ensure this money is spent well and we really hope, one 
day, you get to visit. 
 
And finally, just to brighten your day,  here is photo taken 
by Ruby Drake in 2019… ahhhhhhhh! 
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RLS Health Challenge: 

Can you and your family safely walk, 

run, cycle, scoot or skate a mile ?
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Richard Lander School - A Covid Secure School  
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