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28th September 2018 

 

Message from the Headteacher 
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
May I congratulate all students for such a terrific start to the academic year.  We warmly welcome our new 
Year 7 cohort who have also settled in well to the secondary school experience. 
 
With the term well into full swing, your children should now be set homework in most subjects each 
week.  We expect Year 7 students to be spending about 30 minutes per evening on homework, rising to up 
to 2 hours for Year 11 with the demands of controlled assignments and revision on top of the homework 
which is set.  As parents, please do support your children to manage this effectively and with minimal 
stress.  Students normally have more than a day in which to complete homework, and in some subjects, 
they have up to a week to complete it.   
 
As you will be aware, the school uses the Show My Homework website.  Teachers put the homework which 
they set onto this website and it is then viewable by students and parents.  Students have been given a slip 
of paper giving them a unique login and this also has a unique login for parents.  This means all parents can 
use their login to see exactly what homework has been set for their children and when it is due to be 
handed in. 
 
Even if parents do not use their login details to access the Show My Homework website, they can still access 
their child’s homework as the Show My Homework website is open.  All parents need to do is to type in 
Richard Lander School, find the subject and the relevant teacher/class. 
 
One of the advantages with parents using their unique login details is that they can download the Show My 
Homework App (available on Android and Apple devices).  Then, parents can set up text alerts for when 
homework is set or is due in.  Homework can also be linked with Google calendars and this will send alerts to 
parents when homework is due. 
 
If any parent does not have their unique login details 
to Show My Homework, or is struggling to make it 
work, please do contact the IT team at Richard 
Lander who will be happy to help.  Their contact 
details are: ITSupport@richardlander.cornwall.sch.uk 
 
Thank you for supporting your child’s education at 
home.  It really will make a positive difference to 
your child’s progress as well as their organisation 
skills. 
 
Steve Mulcahy 
Headteacher 
     

Students thoroughly enjoyed playing CSIA at Netball 
last night. More on RLS Netball in the next bulletin.. 
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Dates for your diary 
 
FOR ALL SCHOOL SPORTS 
FIXTURES PLEASE SEE THE BACK 
PAGES 

OCTOBER 
 
Wednesday 3rd 
Governors Meeting—Students & 
Curriculum 
Thursday 4th 
ARK Swimming—Truro Leisure 
Centre 
18:00—Year 7 English & Maths 
Parent Info Evening 
Friday 5th 
Year 10 - St Endellion Book 
Festival trip 
Years3/4 Bisi Badminton Qualifier 
at RLS 
Wednesday 10th 
Cornwall Schools U13 Rugby 
Festival at Penrice Academy 
Thursday 11th 
ARK Swimming—Truro Leisure 
Centre 
19:30—21:00 TRURO COLLEGE 
Open Evening for Year 11 RLS 
Friday 12th—Saturday 13th 
Lander4Uganda Sleepover 
Wednesday 17th 
Governors Meeting—Finance and 
General Purposes 
Thursday 18th 
Years 5/6 Bisi Badminton Qualifier 
at RLS 
ARK Swimming—Truro Leisure 
Centre 
18:00—19:00—Year 7 Parents 
Cheese and Wine Evening 
Friday 19th—INSET Day  - No 
Students in school 
Monday 22nd—Friday 26th  
HALF TERM BREAK 
Tuesday 30th 
Choirs - Singing at Truro Cathedral 
For Karl Jenkins - The Armed Man 
 

NOVEMBER 
 
Thursday 1st 
ARK Swimming—Truro Leisure 
Centre 
Saturday 3rd 
Choirs 
14:00—17:00 Singing at Truro 
Cathedral (Rehearsal) 
19:00—21:30 Singing at Truro 
Cathedral Concert 
Wednesday 7th 
Governors Meeting—Personnel  
Thursday 8th 
ARK Swimming—Truro Leisure 
Centre 
Year 10 Parents—Math & English 
Information Evening 
Friday 9th 

Richard Lander School will be 
supporting Children in Need a 
week early on 9th November, with 
a non uniform day and lots of 
fundraising activities.. Watch this 
space for more info... 
Thursday 15th 
ARK Swimming—Truro Leisure 

Centre 
Wednesday 21st 
Truro City of Lights 
Thursday 22nd 
ARK Swimming—Truro Leisure 
Centre 
19:00 - YEAR 12 PRESENTATION 
EVENING - see page 3 
Tuesday 27th 
GCSE Music Concert 
Wednesday 28th 
Governors Meeting—Policy 
Thursday 29th/Friday 30th 
Creative Arts London trip 
Friday 30th 
Years 3-6 Sports Hall Athletics 
Qualifier 
 

DECEMBER 
 
Friday 7th 
Years 3/4 Feetbeat Dance Festival 
Year 11 - Pre-Public Exams 1 
Results Day 
Friday 7th—Friday 14th 
French Exchange - French students 
in Cornwall 
Tuesday 11th 
School Carol Service at Truro 
Cathedral 
Tuesday 18th 
Informal Carol Service at Richard 
Lander School 



 3 

 

RICHARD LANDER SCHOOL  BULLETIN : 28th September 2018 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RLS SEND NEWS 
 

Don’t miss our RLS/ 
YOUth In Mind/Pirate FM 
Stars! 
 

R ichard Lander SEND students 
have been working with YOUth in 
Mind and Headstart Young Peoples 
Board film project to create a film 
entitled “We’re Not Different, 
We’re Like You’ 
 
Available on YouTube, the film 
looks at living with a condition or 
disability and asks: are you seen as 
you really are … or in terms of your 
label? The film features Richard 
Lander students who are superb at 
expressing their insights into this 
question . It also features the 
school rabbits and has a ‘spot the 
carrot’ theme throughout so don’t 
miss it - available here:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=BgCpgeszT0E&app=desktop#fau
xfullscreen 
 
Pirate FM are currently airing an 
advert for YOUth in Mind and our 
student’s film so please tune in on 
your way to school and listen out 
for that too! 
 
 

Aiming High Conference  
 

M s Mitchell, in her role as 
Emotional Well Being and 
Resilience Mentor is also taking 3 
of the students involved in the film 
to the Aiming High Conference in 
Wadebridge to present and discuss 
the project with professionals. 
They will be travelling to the Royal 
Cornwall Showground to attend 
the conference next Tuesday 
where they will discuss service 
developments for disabled children 
and young people, and help 
Cornwall Council to continue to 
shape service development 
through workshops on transport, 
ambitions for mental health 
services for children and 
employability. We look forward to 
hearing all about it.  
 

School Rabbits 
 

D id we mention 
that Richard Lander 
School now has 5 
school rabbits! 
Following an 
escapee episode,  
Nibbles had babies 
over the summer 
and Mrs Sturtridge, 
Mrs Harrison and Ms 

Mitchell stepped in to make sure 
their arrival into the world was a 
happy one! The 3 babies are called 
Willow, Jonah and Coco. Students 
can apply to be a rabbit warden by 
seeing Ms Mitchell.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BgCpgeszT0E&app=desktop#fauxfullscreen
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BgCpgeszT0E&app=desktop#fauxfullscreen
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BgCpgeszT0E&app=desktop#fauxfullscreen
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Methane explosions and 
‘Mathemagic’ make 
Richard Lander School’s 
Open Evening a night to 
remember 
  

O ver 500 prospective students 
and their parents braved driving 
rain to attend Richard Lander 
School's Open Evening last 
Thursday where they were taken on 
a tour of the school by student 
leaders and invited to take part in a 
huge range of exciting activities to 
give them a taste of secondary 
school life.   
  
Science classrooms proved 
particularly popular with the 
prospect of igniting methane, 
creating chemistry rainbows and 
meeting Henry the snake, whilst 
students who visited the History 

department were greeted by a 
medieval princess and monk, Anne 
Boleyn and a member of the 
Women’s Land Army from World 
War 2 who invited them to take 
part in punishments or toilets 
through time activities.  In 
Geography, visitors played 

interactive games or explored the 
science behind earthquake proof 
buildings using spaghetti, 
marshmallows and jelly; while 
further down the corridor they 
were invited to solve magic tricks 
using mathematics or take part in a 
Richard Lander maths gameshow. 
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Anyone who had skipped dinner 
could try cheese tasting with MFL 
students, enjoy a cream tea with DT 
Food students or visit Café Uganda 
for a tropical or a temperate 
smoothie. The creatively inclined 
printed their initials, contributed to 
a collaborative piece of art, or made 
monogrammed purses, fridge 
magnets or photo stands.  
  
Drama studios were full of Richard 
Lander students busy learning lines 
or working on dance routines for 
the upcoming production of Billy 
Elliot, and in music practise rooms 
year 6 students could try out a 
grand piano, a drum kit or the 
school’s brand new recording 
equipment. Computing offered the 
chance to program the BBC 
Microbit, a post-it note sized 
computer which is used by all Year 
7 and 8 students, and 
entrepreneurial challenges 
measured how well you 
remembered logos and slogans and 

tested whether you really could 
taste the difference between 
famous brands.  
  
Sports Leaders showcased some of 
the sports on offer at school and 
the English department invited 
visitors to insult each other in the 
language of Shakespeare, solve a 
crime with Sherlock Holmes or take 
part in a documentary about the 
evening. 
  
Our Greenpower world champions, 
Richard Lander Racing, were on 
hand to explain the secrets to their 
success and if it all got a bit too 
exciting, the RE department had 
created a stilling room where 
students could create an origami 
lotus and hang a positive message 

on the ‘hopes for the world tree.’ 
  
Headteacher, Mr Mulcahy, Head 
Boy, Isaac Neale and year 8 student, 
Alana Shaw all shared their 
experiences of life at Richard 
Lander School and said how much 
they looked forward to welcoming 
the new students in September 
2019.  
 
None of this would have been 
possible without the hundreds of 
students who gave up their evening 
to be such excellent ambassadors 
for our school. The staff team are 
very grateful for all your hard work 
and enthusiasm! 

OPEN EVENING 2018 CONTINUED 
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Could Richard Lander 
Racing be heading for a 
second World Champion 
Greenpower title? 
 

T he Richard Lander Racing team 
has had another fantastic weekend 
Greenpower racing, this time at 
Castle Combe in Wiltshire. This is 
one of the final regional heats of 
the season before the International 
Finals are held at The Rockingham 
Speedway next month, and usually 
serves as a good warm up event as 
most of the top teams will 
compete at this favoured circuit. 
The Richard Lander Racing team 
are becoming a well-oiled machine 
and quickly setup the pit area 
where the cars would be prepared 
and maintained between track 
times. An early arrival and good 
organisation meant the team were 
in the front part of the queue for 
scrutineering where the cars are 
checked for safety and that they 
comply with the Greenpower 
regulations. This also meant that 
the full 90 minute practice session 
could be used to allow our drivers 
to get their racing lines perfected 
and the pit crews to practice driver 
changeovers. 
During practice RLR 3 set a 
fantastic pace, setting the fastest 
time of the F24 class (11 – 16 year 

olds), and 3rd fastest of all cars 
including the F24+ category (16-25 
year olds). We were also faster 
than Jaguar during practice! With a 
lap time of 3’ 19s in practice we 
were 10 seconds a lap faster than 
our nearest rival. 
On to Race 1 and RLR 3 driven by 
Max Buchanan set off from the 
front of the grid to establish a 
fantastic lead during the first few 
laps. RLR 3 was called into the pits 
for the first driver change and 
unfortunately had to follow a very 
slow car down the pit lane which 
lost most of the lead gap that had 
been produced. Nevertheless, RLR 
3 resumed its blistering pace with 
Reuben Potts at the controls. The 
final pit lap was far quicker than 
the first with a clear run in and 

excellent team work from the pit 
crew, allowing Dan Whear to take 
the car through the second half of 
the race. Dan set a fastest lap of 
3’17s – the fastest of the day, and 
proceeded to build a very 
impressive gap to second place of 
6’45s by the time the chequered 
flag fell, beating previous 
champions Sandbach High school 
in a comprehensive fashion. It is 
fair to say RLR 3 dominated the 
competition by lapping every single 
competitor, including 2nd place. 
Race 2 began in a similar fashion, 
with a another dominant 
performance from Richard Lander 
School. The margin over 2nd place 
was reduced to 3’36s, which still 
gave us a whole lap advantage 
over the next 3 cars, and many laps 
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advantage over the entire fleet. 
We are now preparing for the 
International Finals at Rockingham 
Speedway on the 6th October, 
where we will be defending our 
championship title from pole 
position on the grid, and we’re red 
hot favourites to win! No pressure! 
The live timing website is found at 
http://bbk-online.net/gpt/ 
 

Wish us luck! 
 
Mr Lloyd-King, 
and the 
Richard Lander 
Racing Team 

RICHARD LANDER RACING CONTINUED 
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Community Badminton is 
back 

  
Community Badminton takes place 
in the RLS Sports Hall every term 
time Wednesday evening from 7-
9pm. 

It’s open to all RLS students, their 
families and friends of all ages and 
abilities. The charge is just £1.50 
per hour. Please use the entrance 
at the back of the sports hall. 
 
Mr J Bridger 
Mr I Robinson 

 
Father and son tennis 
success! 
 
Joel Fern in Year 9 and Dad, Ryan, 
became the south west Regional 
family champions last week in 
Taunton. After winning 4 matches 
against pairs from Devon , 
Oxfordshire and Somerset they 
have now qualified for the national 

finals in October at the National 
Tennis Centre. We wish them all 
the best for the finals! 
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